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Let me congratulate the Department of Agriculture headed by Secretary William Dar-
-the country’s lead convenor for the 2021 United Nations Food Systems Summit--for 
spearheading this year’s National Food Systems Dialogue in the Philippines.  
  
Over the past year, we have faced several economic challenges due to the 
coronavirus disease pandemic. Before the enforcement of Food Lane Passes for 
food producers and manufacturers in the country, local logistics and transport 
restrictions were imposed as part of our minimum public health standards. 
  
These have impeded the flow of agricultural goods between rural and urban regions. 
The disruption led to food businesses cutting down or entirely terminating operations. 
And unfortunately, this has eventually resulted in increased unemployment and 
underemployment in both the agriculture and food manufacturing sectors. 
  
With continuing challenges amid the pandemic, it is only fitting that we employ new 
strategies and recommend policy reforms to address the changing food systems 
landscape.  
  
This multi-stakeholder summit serves as a venue for fostering collaboration and 
partnership among key players in the agriculture and food industry. Through the 
synergies created in this summit, I hope that we can provide more decent jobs and 
create livelihood opportunities for the many Filipino workers affected by the 
pandemic.  
  
We, in the Department of Labor and Employment have been actively supporting 
these Filipino workers through several social amelioration programs with the aim of 
providing them relief during this challenging time. 
  
Our flagship Tulong Panghanapbuhay sa Ating Disadvantaged/Displaced Workers 
Program, or the TUPAD Program, is an initiative that aids displaced, underemployed, 
and unemployed poor by providing them emergency employment opportunities. 
  
TUPAD beneficiaries include self-employed workers, such as our farmers and 
fisherfolks, who have lost their livelihoods due to disasters, economic crisis, armed 
conflicts, or seasonality of work. 
  
Similarly, our Integrated Livelihood Program, also known as DOLE-KABUHAYAN, 
continues to provide grants for livelihood and entrepreneurial capacity-building 
activities of vulnerable workers, including landless farmers and small-scale 
fisherfolks. 
  
I am positive that through this convergence among the key players in the food 
sector, especially with our partners in the livelihood and equality track, we can 
develop more fitting policies and programs to better support our food sector workers, 
who very much play a vital role in literally bringing food to all of our tables.  



Rest assured that the labor department will be steadfast in pushing for programs that 
promote decent and productive employment and protect workers’ rights and welfare 
at all times.  
  
Let us all work together towards our common goal of achieving food security and 
zero hunger for all by 2030.  
  
Maraming salamat at mabuhay tayong lahat! 
 
 


