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[Greetings] 

  

I am once again privileged to join the captains of Philippine industries and 

enterprises in this exclusive business assembly. 

  

And I thank the Employers’ Confederation of the Philippines for allowing me to share 

some thoughts on our mutual desire to bounce back, rebound and recover from the 

devastations of the pandemic. 

  

The key challenge for us right now is how we can rebuild our communities to 

become more resilient for a new tomorrow, taking into consideration the continuing 

threat from Covid-19. More than a year into this pandemic, Covid-19 has changed 

every aspect of our lives in ways we have never imagined possible. 

  

Undoubtedly, this pandemic has altered the norms in many aspects of our lives and 

yet the challenge is for us to continually evolve if we are to push businesses achieve 

a significant revitalization in the shortest time possible. 

  

While the coronavirus threat may eventually fade in the months and years moving 

forward, the need to position our business organizations to become more resilient is 

important more than ever. 

  

Currently, we are working hard in encouraging establishments to secure their 

respective safety certification to confirm their compliance with the minimum public 

health standards set by the government. 

  

But businesses bearing the safety seal provide more than just a certification on 

compliance with health protocols, such as social distancing and the use of a contact-

tracing application. 



  

Ultimately, the goal of the safety seal is to build on confidence among stakeholders -

our workers, suppliers, customers -- that we are committed in ensuring the health 

and safety of those we work with. Organizations with the safety seal certification are 

able to assure most especially their workers that they are safe and protected even as 

they leave the confines of their homes. 

  

In addition to the safety seal, we are strongly advocating for all Filipino workers to 

get themselves vaccinated against Covid-19 as soon as possible. In this manner, we 

can gradually build a safe working environment for our workers by reducing the risks 

coming from the virus. 

  

This is the hard lesson that we learned from the Labor Force Survey for the month of 

April when unemployment rate rose to 8.7% from 7.1% in the month prior following 

the imposition of enhanced community quarantine or ECQ to contain an acceleration 

in Covid infection. 

  

Obviously, we cannot effectively revitalize our economy and restore lost employment 

opportunities unless we are able to provide a working environment that will 

guarantee or warrant the safety and wellbeing of our workers. 

  

It is for this reason that the labor department is strongly advocating for the safe 

reopening of our economy. We can only improve the mobility of our workers and 

sustain employment and economic recovery efforts if we are able to significantly 

reduce work-related risks and challenges. 

  

Rest assured that the department will continue to work closely with various 

government agencies and support initiatives of the Task Group on Economic 

Recovery and the National Employment Recovery Strategy Task Force towards a 

safe re-opening of the economy and sustained improvement in our labor market. 

  

In closing, let me commend ECOP for the new projects and programs that you 

launched today. I understand that these projects are aligned with your mission of 

advancing the employers’ interest in all labor, social, and employment issues and 



fostering sustainable business through ethical management standards and good 

employment practices. 

  

I would also like to express my gratitude to your organization for your partnership 

with the government in battling the impact of Covid-19. 

  

As we continue to deal with the ill effects of the health crisis, your continued support 

for government policies is indispensable. Indeed, only a concerted effort between the 

government and the private sector could help overcome the challenges besetting our 

nation and lead us to a sustained economic recovery. 

  

Again, thank you for your support and more power! ### 

 

 

 


