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Chair Epifanio Lopez of the Philippine Regulatory Board for Geodetic Engineers, 
Engr. Ferdinand Clemeno, National President of the Geodetic Engineers of the 
Philippines Inc., Engr. Concordio Zuniga also of the PRBGE and the officials and 
members of the GEPI, esteemed guests, good evening everyone. 
 
Let me thank incoming GEPI president Engr. Mario Jose O. Silvino and the other 
officers of GEPI for this opportunity to join you, albeit virtually, in this momentous 
event. 
 
I hope everybody is healthy and safe from Covid 19. 
 
As a Cabinet official and member of the Inter-agency Task Force on Emerging 
Infectious Diseases, it is my duty to promote safety by encouraging our people to 
observe the minimum health protocols. 
 
By continuously practicing social distance and wearing face masks and face shields, 
we help sustain the fight against the pandemic and hasten economic recovery of our 
nation. 
 
However, the most effective defense against the deadly virus is the vaccine. How 
many of you are already vaccinated? Kindly please raise your hands. 
 
Thank you very much for supporting the government’s inoculation program. 
 
For those who are still hesitant on the jab, I encourage you to make up your mind. 
Taking the doses is the only way to end the pandemic. 
 
We should all be in this together so we can protect each one of us and get back on 
our feet at the soonest possible time. 
 
Anyway, when I read the invitation, I was surprised to find out that the venue for this 
occasion is Tagaytay. 
 
Sabi ko eh, teka, hindi ba pumuputok pa ang Bulkang Taal? 
 
To my knowledge, people are still being evacuated to safety at this very moment. But 
here you are in this very elegant place -- just above the volcano -- to witness the 
turnover of leadership within GEPI. 
 
I also thought maybe we are holding this occasion near Taal Volcano because most 
of you are geodetic engineers. 
 



I googled a bit and discovered that you guys gather physical data on the surface of 
the earth with the use of precision instruments. You do this in a professional and 
organized way. 
 
Also, I found out you process those data in a scientific and methodical manner and 
present them on graphs, maps, charts or documents. 
 
How I wish more of us in government can work like you – professional and 
organized. Maybe complaints would be lesser. 
 
I could only imagine how accurate our messaging and how effective our programs 
would be if -- like you – we could gather data with precision. 
 
And maybe, our government would be understood more if it could clearly express its 
challenges and triumphs in graphs, maps and charts. 
 
I’m happy to tell you this is not a remote possibility. Especially if the state and the 
private sector -- including the GEPI that has distinguished experts in geodetic 
engineering -- could forge a collaboration to help the country surpass the hurdles 
and move towards rehabilitation. 
 
As we have proven amid the pandemic, unity and cooperation work perfectly to our 
advantage. They do great wonders for our people and our nation even in times of 
adversities. 
 
And since this crisis is not expected to go away anytime soon, I call on GEPI – 
especially its incoming officers – to go beyond organizing, operating and maintaining 
a duly integrated and government accredited national organization of geodetic 
engineers. 
 
With many of our countrymen striving to rise above the damaging impact of the 
global outbreak, I encourage GEPI to do more than formulating, developing and 
implementing a sustained and competency-based education and training programs. 
 
I urge all of you to respond to the call of our government for ‘bayanihan’. Bayanihan 
is our secret weapon against the virus, and it’s working effectively.   
 
Join us as we fortify our united effort to defeat the pandemic and set the course for 
recovery. 
 
Maraming salamat po at magandang gabi sa inyong lahat. 
 


