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Chairman Teofilo Pilando, President Robert Sac, Vice 
President Carfredda Dumlao, other officials, friends, fellow 
public servants, good afternoon. 
 
Let me extend the President’s sincere apologies. He could not 
join you today due to pressing matters. He sent me in his 
place upon learning that you’ll be talking about technological 
revolution. 

 
The reality is that a new technological age is upon us and with 
it a call to arms to prepare our people for the coming surge of 
technological changes.  
 
Many believe that the onset of the Fourth Industrial 
Revolution will mean a tectonic shift in how we look at work 
and employment. 
 

In fact, most of us can feel it already. We can feel it in how 
we engage ourselves in cyberspace. How we take a taxi. The 
way we order food. How our children buy their shoes and 
clothes. 
 
Like all revolutions, the concerns revolve around how 
disruptive it will be. That it will be a complete break from the 
conventions of the past. That it will alter and transform our 

professions. 
 
This means that the speed in which the world is changing only 
becomes greater with the slowness in which we adapt to the 
changes. 
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This is why we, in government, have strengthened our 
fundamentals with responsive and enabling policies. We have 
adopted forward-looking policy-actions that would prepare 
our people for the eventualities of tomorrow. 
 
To cite a few, we have infused grassroots programs with 
human resource development metrics. So that skills matching 
and training could already be done even at the grassroots 
level, with the help of TESDA and our SUCs. 
 
We also have better aligned our qualifications with regional 
and global standards. In the ASEAN, we have improved our 
standards which allows selected professions to practice within 
the region.  
 

Recently, we saw the passage of the Telecommuting Act, 
which is modeled after the autonomous home-office of the 
future. 
 
Yet, as we have laid down the first stones toward preparing 
the Filipinos for the work of tomorrow, much remains to be 
done.  
 
For this reason, President Duterte acted to address some of 

our festering fundamental problems, such as correcting our 
weak cyber infrastructure. This is a vital component if we aim 
to compete in the technological future.  
 
The discourse generated by the Fourth Industrial Revolution 
only emboldens us to prepare for its full dawning. Which is 
why we welcome assemblies such as this. Only in coming 
together can we meet the challenges head-on.  

 
The risks posed by the future to both professionals and 
workers may be many, but there is a lot to hope for. As the 
President always says: The Filipino is the master of his own 
destiny. 
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We have world-class intelligence. And, when we all gather 
under the banner of our galvanizing and communal spirit, our 
resilience and adaptability are unparalleled 
 
We look forward to your collective inputs in this forum. In how 
best to prepare our professions, and the professions of our 
children. So that, we—and they—are going to be well-
equipped to meet the challenges ahead. 
 
So that, we can meet the future with resolve. Intact, with our 
professional standards and ethical values. Ensuring the 
continuance of the virtues of hard work, intelligence, and 
humanity that are uniquely Filipino even in the arrival of a 
strange and changed world. 
 

Mabuhay kayong lahat! Thank you. 
 


