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Dear friends. Our partners in the private sector and organized labor. Friends in 
media. My fellow public servants. Good morning to you all. 
 

I am pleased to open this virtual forum series, a very important initiative of the 
National Wages and Productivity Commission. 

The pandemic may have prevented us from physically being together, but it will 
never lessen our resolve to fulfill each of our tasks and obligations. 

 

This undertaking is a landmark edition of the biennial series, not only because the 
very meaning of productivity itself seems to be incongruous in today’s stark 
realities. This is more so, because we are holding this in the historic juncture of a 
disease-induced labor work recession and the realities of the future of the world of 
work. 

 

So let me commend the NWPC and its partners for the wisdom to continue this 
series. I believe, that it is during crisis where our worth as servants of the public 
good is tested; and it is during disasters that our notions of what the world is are 
likewise tested. This include the notion of productivity and competitiveness in a 
time of production slowdowns, social distancing and the human imperative of 
surviving over and above other imperatives, like labor and production. 

 

We may not deny the crippling effect of the pandemic but neither can we deny the 
human desire to create and produce—not war or strife; and neither still can we 
deny the Filipino spirit to develop and advance—not disease nor disaster. 

 



We are one of the most resilient peoples in the world and we firmly believe in the 
notion that every dark cloud holds a silver lining; that every tragedy has a revival; 
every death, a rebirth. 

 

I am grateful to all of you for lending your insights, expertise, and experiences on 
how best we can move forward from near economic catatonia back to surging 
productivity and economic vitality. And on how we can overcome the challenges 
posed both by human and natural debacles while also harnessing the realities of 
the future of work and quickly adapting to its advantages and potentials. 

 

As the world starts to get back on its feet and as we start to put our economy back 
on track, we look forward to your insights and your collective wisdom on how best 
to erect the landmarks as we renew our journey toward a world where we are all 
citizens of a “better normal.” 

 

May you all have a fruitful and insightful forum. 

 

Thank  you. 

 

 

 

 

 


