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Equal in attaining the mission 
Secretary Silvestre H. Bello III 
19TH National PESO Congress 
SMX Convention Center, Bacolod City 
9 October 2019  
 
 

 
 
Senator Joel Villanueva, Congressman Enrico Pineda,  Mayor 
Bing Leonardia, Vice Mayor El Cid Familiaran, other Local 
Chief Executives present, DOLE’s partner in providing 
productive employment facilitation,  PESOMAP, Inc. President 
Norman Victor Ordiz… 
 

Maayong Adlaw, sa Inyong Tanan!  
 

Congratulations to all for this successful 19th National PESO 
Congress! 
 

In human terms, you are now a full-pledged adult. Parang 
tama lang ang analogy. Nineteen years, plus the amendments 
to the PESO Law, mas mature na, mas may direction na ang 
PESO Program. 
 

And as the PESO Program continues under the full tutelage of 
the LGUs, as backstopped by DOLE, there is much to look 
forward to in this vital and laudable employment facilitation 
program. It both entails a promise and continuing 
commitment to the spirit and mandate laid down by the 
amended PESO Law. 
 

This is because I can see that the program is in good hands. 
But we still have a lot to work on. This is if we are to improve 

our batting average in both LGU enlistment and LGU 
institutionalization for us to stay true to the spirit and intent 
of the PESO Law. 
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And this requires greater focus, fortitude, and dedication. I’m 
sure all of you are endowed with these qualities being 
frontliners in the noble goal of government to give each 
Filipino a shot at getting decent employment.  
 

And that is what gives me hope. 
 

Your unfailing commitment arms me with the confidence that 
the program is in able hands. As you mark your twentieth 

congress next year, and the year after that, the future looks 
bright for the PESO Program. 
 

I am confident that it will be a future full of productive and 
greater partnership between the LGUs and the DOLE including 
all our PESO partners. Among them are the various non-
government and community-based organizations, the state 
universities and colleges, the local businesses, entrepreneurs, 
and all local employment advocates. 
 

This undertaking is an avenue for reconnection, friendship, 
and networking among fellow public servants. This is an 
opportunity to say thank you to the LGUs and all our PESO 
partners. This likewise allows an exchange of ideas, 
experiences and a recalibration of our next steps for the 
succeeding year and the future ahead.  
 

It will be a future of more collaborative engagements with 
more LGUs and the further institutionalization of the PESO 
Program across the country. After all, that is the very essence 
of our mandate, to spread the facilitation of employment to 
the greatest number of Filipinos, as much as we can. 
 

With your dedication and hard work, that is all attainable.  
 

And as I look at each and every one of you today, we are at 
the same level of commitment and dedication to achieve that 

mission. 
 

Thank you and mabuhay! 


