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Let me thank the leading television networks in the country – ABS-

CBN and GMA – for extending their valuable support to the 
Occupational Safety and Health advocacy of the Department of 
Labor and Employment. Their celebrities, Mr. JC de Vera and Ms. 
Erich Gonzales of ABS-CBN and Mr. Kim de Leon and Ms. Lexi 
Gonzales of GMA  have consented to become OSH ambassadors 
who will help us share vital OSH information to the Filipinos. 

Filipinos’ awareness on work safety and health has increased in the 
last decade. With more and more establishments who have 

adopted OSH policies and programs have considerably raised their 
productivity and sustainability.  

The Philippine Statistics Authority recorded that 31,674,528 
establishments conducting preventive measures to protect their 
workers from accidents and illnesses. These include posting safety 
signages/warnings, emergency preparedness activities, appointing 
safety and health officers, and regular inspection and maintenance 

of equipment. 

A total of 30,770,464 establishments are also implementing OSH 
policies and programs such as fire prevention and control, drug-
free workplace, accident prevention, and monitoring and 
surveillance of work-related injuries and illnesses. Looking at the 
inspection reports, a total of 41,025 establishments inspected have 
complied with OSH Standards after correction.  

  

The enactment of the OSH Law (RA 11058) and the issuance of 
several Department Orders and Labor advisories had drastically 
improved the OSH situation in our country. 



This month, we have issued Department Order 208 which provides 
the guidelines for the effective implementation of mental health 
policies and programs for the private sector, including those who 
deploy OFWs. This order aims to raise awareness, prevent 
discrimination among Filipino workers in terms of mental health, 
and provide support to workers with mental health issues by giving 
them access to medical health services. 

These are great advances in the field of OSH. But much remains to 
be done. 

Many Filipinos are still unfamiliar with the concept of OSH and we 
have a long way to go in terms of developing a culture of 
prevention in its true meaning. 

Having a strong culture of OSH means that workers and employers 
alike, including their families and the younger generation, view 

OSH as a right, responsibility, and priority of everyone. 

This is where our celebrity endorsers come in. Actors and actresses 
like Kim, Lexi, JC and Erich have the capacity to influence the 
behavior of our countrymen which we direly need to make OSH a 
household term.  

We are excited to see how they are going to change the mindset 
of Filipinos on OSH. The advertising materials produced by the 

Occupational Safety and Health Center are ready to be displayed 
in strategic platforms and hopefully will spark of awareness among 
our citizens. 

I hope that our OSH ambassadors will continue to help us develop 
OSH Champions who care about the safety and health in their 
workplaces for their colleagues, family, and for the environment; 
share what they know to help others become safe and healthy; and 

dare to go beyond their comfort zone to help ensure work 
protection for the community as well. We believe that if there can 
be just one OSH champion in each of the 900,000 registered 
establishments, we can greatly reduce and eventually eliminate 
work-related accidents and illnesses.  



To our media practitioners, sana ay huwag kayong magsawa sa 
pakikipagtulungan sa pamahalaan at sa ating mga kapwa 
manggagawa para lahat ay manatiling ligtas at malusog at patuloy 
na sumulong ang ating bayan.  

Mabuhay kayong lahat at muli, maraming salamat.  

 


