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Instilling a culture of safety and health 
Secretary Silvestre H. Bello III 

11th Gawad Kaligtasan At Kalusugan Awards 
OSHC Auditorium, Diliman, Q.C. 

December 11, 2019; 9A.M. 
 

 
 
Commissioner Carlito Roble, Chairman Edgardo Lacson, 
Undersecretary Joji Aragon, Executive Director Noel Binag, 
guests, mga kapwa ko manggagawa, magandang umaga sa 
inyong lahat.  
 
Congratulations to all our kaligtasan at kalusugan champions 
and our GKK Awardees this year! 
 

Congratulations, too, to all the officers and employees of the 
Occupational Health and Safety Center! I also commend our 
distinguished judges whose collective efforts that led to this 
year’s batch of GKK winners. 
 
We salute you for continuing the laudable effort of recognizing 
the best practitioners of safety and health in the workplace in 
the country. 
 

Ramdam po namin ang walang patid ninyong pagtataguyod 
sa kaligtasan at kalusugan sa trabaho, katuwang ang daan-
daan nating mga labor inspectors. 
 
Let me say here that your dedication is fully recognized. You 
continue to make sure that occupational safety and health is 
not only an awareness campaign. It is a serious 
institutionalization of a culture of safety and health in all 

workplaces. 
 
The government’s occupational safety and health program, no 
doubt, has been strengthened by the passage of the Republic 
Act No. 11058, and our relevant DOLE orders and directives. 
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But, it is the OSH advocates and our strengthened inspectors 
that have made our campaign a resounding success. 
 
And this is rightfully recognized during the Gawad Kaligtasan 
at Kalusugan Awards. 
 
I believe these institutional and individual awardees are well 
represented from a good cross section of industries and 
regions. 
 
I have considered this Awards as part of our celebration of the 
founding anniversary of DOLE, an annual fete for our 
collective efforts and sacrifices. 
 
With the help of everybody and our valuable partners, 2019 
was a banner year as we pursued the directive of President 

Duterte to ensure inclusive growth, increase employment, 
and protect the rights of all workers. 
 
And what a year it was of firsts: We attained the lowest 
unemployment and underemployment rates in the country, 
the lowest ever since 2005. We regularized more than half a 
million workers, the highest record in the history of DOLE. We 
promoted and protected the welfare of nearly three million 
OFWs.  

 
Today, as we recognize our occupational safety and health 
champions, let us also celebrate the great successes we have 
attained for the Filipino workers this year. 
 
And as the year draws to a close, we look forward to another 
year with greater dedication in guaranteeing more gainful 
employment for the Filipino. We do this by ensuring both 

worker’s rights and industrial harmony, helping marginalized 
workers, and continuing to promote the welfare and security 
of all our OFWs. 
 
Salamat at mabuhay tayong lahat! 


