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A FORMER Filipina teacher in Indonesia was among the OFWs conferred with 2019 

Marilag Awards by the Overseas Workers Welfare Administration (OWWA). 

 

Madelyn de Guzman, 37 years old from Malvar, Davao City, received the 

recognition for being one of the outstanding women beneficiaries of the various 

reintegration programs of the OWWA and National Reintegration Center for OFWs 

(NRCO), specifically “Sa Pinas Ikaw ang Ma’am at Sir,” Balik Pinay Balik 

Hanapbuhay, OFW Enterprise Development and Loan Program, and Balik Pinas 

Balik Hanapbuhay Program. 

 

She received a medallion and cash prize as an outstanding woman beneficiary in 

Region XI who availed of the “Sa Pinas Ikaw ang Ma’am at Sir” Program of OWWA-

NRCO. 

 

In her desire to provide a better future for her family, she applied for a teaching job 

abroad. In February 2009, she was hired as a teacher in a reputable International 

School in Jakarta, Indonesia. 

 

After four years, she returned to the Philippines to be with her family and to 

continue practicing her teaching profession in her hometown. 

 

The Marilag Awards was held on March 29, 2019, at the Bureau of Treasury, Marble 

Hall of the Ayuntamiento de Manila, Intramuros.  

 

DOLE Secretary Silvestre Bello III, OWWA Administrator Hans Leo Cacdac, OIC-

Deputy Administrator and GAD Chairperson Vivian Tornea, and Former Deputy 

Administrator for Operations Brigido Dulay awarded the medallion and the cash 

prize to the national winners. 

 

Among the Marilag 2019 awardees were Marites Benito from Benguet, Felipa 

Maldora from Bohol, Cynthia Labor from Bukidnon, Antuza Refalda of Kalinga, 

Veronica De Vera of Nueva Vizcaya, Melinda Lapingcao of Lapu-Lapu City, Mirasol 

Baquiran of Isabela and Rosalie Espino of Koronadal City. 

 

“I feel honored and proud to be chosen as one of the national Marilag awardees. I 

consider this recognition as one of the best blessings I have received and I will be 

forever grateful to OWWANRCO for giving me this once in a lifetime opportunity. I 

hope that my achievements and sacrifices will inspire other OFWs to never stop 

dreaming and persevering for the good of their family and the community,” said 

Madelyn. 



Marilag Awards is given to returning Filipina migrant workers in recognition of 

their extraordinary efforts, sacrifice, dedication, and advocacy to their communities. 
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