
Housewives empowered by livelihood grants 

March 2019 

 

 

 

WOMEN 

ENTREPRENUERS. 

The women of 

Mother Ignacia 

Women Association 

(MIWA) who are 

behind the famous 

and in-demand 

herbal tea product 

business in Tacloban 

City. 

 

 

 

 

 

TACLOBAN CITY – From being simple housewives and mothers in a small town in 

Llorente, Eastern Samar, the members of Mother Ignacia Women Association 

(MIWA) found their way to experiencing empowerment through the livelihood 

program of the Department of Labor and Employment. 

 

With 32 members, MIWA registered with DOLE Region VIII last March 2013 to 

empower themselves and improve their standard of living through income-

generating activities. 

 

Just a year after, the association sought the assistance of DOLE for their herbal tea 

production business. 

 

MIWA availed of livelihood grant amounting to P200,000 for the procurement of 

tools and raw materials for their small business. 

 

The herbal tea business of MIWA started to become established and the demand for 

their products also increased. 

 

This prompted them to request another assistance from DOLE for the enhancement 

of their project. 

 



In 2017, they received P501,600 for the acquisition of equipment that will help them 

optimize their production. 

 

Determined to improve their business, the women of MIWA strived to enhance their 

products and expand their market. 

 

Currently, their products are already being sold in many outlets in Llorente and 

Borongan in Eastern Samar as well as in different stores in Tacloban City. 

 

From their monthly sales of less than P10,000 they are now yielding more than one 

P100,000 in a month. 

 

But more than getting income from the business, the women of MIWA gained 

confidence as budding entrepreneurs. From being simple mothers and wives, they 

are now more productive partners in the growth of their herbal tea business. 

 

Their product was awarded Best Seller Product during the Nationwide Trade Fare of 

the Department of Trade and Industry in Manila last September 2015. 

 

MIWA is now in the process of securing registration with the Food and Drug 

Administration in order to expand their market and explore the possibility of 

bringing their products to a foreign market. 
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