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Thank you for inviting me to this signing of your Collective 
Bargaining Agreement.  
  
I commend the firm commitment of both the management of 

Manila Water Company, Inc. and the Manila Water Employees 
Union - Philippine Trade and General Workers Organization for 
reaching a mutually beneficial agreement. 
  
With sound labor-management relation in your company, the 
continuity of your services to more than six million people in the 
East Zone, spanning a 1,400-square kilometer area and 
encompasses 23 cities and municipalities, is assured. 
  
Your healthy labor-management interaction is one enduring proof 
that peace in industries can be achieved. This is helped very much 
through our tripartite mechanism where each one collaborates to 
promote better economic and working conditions as well as to 
protect collective and individual rights. 
  
As among our social partners in upholding sound and stable 
industrial climate, the signing of your CBA will result in enhanced 
productivity and competitiveness. 
  
May this bring forth stronger recognition of the rights of workers 
to participate in policy and decision-making, and at the same time, 

respect for the rights of the employer to reasonable returns and 
growth.  
   
We at the Department of Labor and Employment will continue to 
ensure an active, functional, and mutually beneficial social 
partnership between workers and employers. Rest assured that 



we have a labor agenda that commits to uphold vibrant and 

functional tripartism and social dialogue. 
  
The road to higher business productivity is paved by a motivated 
workforce whose economic and social well-being is guaranteed in 
an atmosphere where responsibility is shared by labor and 
employers. 
  
I enjoin you to spread this wisdom by continuing to be the 
exemplar of harmony and peace in the workplace and industry. 
  

To the Manila Water Company and its labor union, accept my 
gratitude for being our dependable partner in pursuing our mission 
of enabling every Filipino to attain full, decent, and productive 
employment. 
   
Mabuhay kayong lahat! 
 


