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Federation of Filipino-Chinese Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry President Domingo Yap, federation members, business 
leaders, friends, ladies and gentlemen, good evening. 

  
Your Convention is an opportune occasion to celebrate the long 
standing friendship between the Filipino and the Chinese peoples. 
This event highlights the immense contributions of Tsinong-Pinoy 
or Tsinoy to the Philippine business sector and over-all growth of 
the nation. 
  
Our partnership dates back to the old Chinatown in Binondo during 
the 15th century. Tsinoys comprise one of the largest overseas 
communities in Southeast Asia that promotes trade and commerce, 
peaceful community, and partnership with government. 
  
The solid friendly relations between our countries and peoples can 
fairly be attributed to our synergies built all these years. 
 
Your Federation had taken stock of this being a steadfast partner 
of the government. You have brought together 170 chambers of 
commerce and trade associations across the country, making you 
our largest business umbrella organization. 
  
“Building Synergies for Greater Progress” is appropriate as you 

assess past actions and achievements and chart new plans.  Truly, 
we can get more done working together than working separately.  
  
But synergy means more than working together.  The combination 
of common interests, common values and complementary talents 
defines the potential for team synergy. 



  

Etiquette in the Chinese culture is fundamental in your business 
dealings. This has been manifested by Tsinoy businessmen in the 
Philippines for decades. 
  
Your organization is among those behind our country’s continued 
growth. And we have taken note of your tremendous support to 
the Duterte administration. 
 
We, at the labor department, are particularly grateful for your 
assistance in our job fairs by making available employment to our 

jobseekers. 
  
Today, as you converge for this Convention, it is my hope that your 
commitment as partner of government in employment generation 
and growth in the years to come will remain. 
  
While improved ties brought in more investments, such climate 
enabled Tsinoy businessmen and employers to put premium on 
compliance with applicable laws. 
  
Allow me to commend the Federation for publishing a handbook 
“The Employers’ Guide on Workers’ Benefits” in 2011. Printed in 
English and Mandarin languages, it was published in close 
coordination with DOLE.  Serving as a guide to Tsinoy 
entrepreneurs in complying with labor standards, the handbook 
was a step forward in promoting voluntary labor standards 
compliance among employers. 
  
This handbook is important particularly the sections intended to 
guide compliance to workers' minimum wages; different types of 
pay, services and leaves and benefits. The handbook also includes 

an easy-to-understand compliance guide for small retail and 
service establishments with 1-9 workers. 
  
In the light of various reforms to guarantee workers’ welfare and 
protection since 2011, I encourage you to sit down once again with 
DOLE to work on the necessary updates to the handbook. 



 

The revision will have to take into account the quality of 
employment in an atmosphere of social justice and industrial 
peace. This will include provisions on  the expanded maternity 
leave, occupational safety and health standards, work from home 
law, to name a few.  
  
A number of legislations have been passed reflecting the political 
will of the current administration meant for the common good. 
 
With the “Ease of Doing Business and Efficient Government Service 

Delivery Act of 2018,” for example, we are experiencing an 
environment where businesses can do more for our country and 
people through decent jobs and better opportunities.  
 
Now more than ever, let us put our acts together and work double 
time in the grand task of moving the nation further forward. 
  
Let me close with the hope that through the Federation, the good 
partnership between the Filipino and Chinese communities will all 
the more be strengthened in the years to come. 
  
Mabuhay ang Federation of Filipino-Chinese Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry! 
  
Maraming salamat!   Xie’-Xie! 


