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Allow me to greet our overseas Filipinos all over the world on this 
international observance of Migrants Day! 
 

I salute all of you for bringing pride to the Filipino nation through 
your hard work and sacrifices for the good of our country. All of 
you are indeed our modern-day heroes! 
 
Also, I would like to thank the Philippine Migrants Rights Watch for 
the opportunity to join our migrant brothers and sisters in 
celebrating a very important day. This undertaking is no doubt 
laudable. 
  
This forum is a vital avenue in advancing and securing the rights 
and welfare of our Filipino migrants. 
 
Among the major reasons for a Filipino to work abroad is the desire 
to land a high-paying job and to be able to save for the future of 
his family. For more than five million Filipino migrants, overseas 
employment has become their upkeep in providing support to their 
families back home. 
 
And this explains the import and relevance of why you are gathered 
here today -- “Kaalaman sa Pera, Maginhawang Buhay ang Dala: 
Towards Financial Literacy for Overseas Filipinos and their 

Families.” 
 
As the lead government agency tasked to oversee the welfare and 
interest of our OFWs through the Overseas Workers Welfare 
Administration, it is our responsibility to provide comprehensive 
assistance to the Filipino migrants and their families. This include 



the provision of social security, livelihood and employment 

assistance, legal and conciliation services, and remittance services. 
 
Apart from securing the interest and welfare of our OFWs at every 
stage of the migration cycle, it is also a moral obligation for the 
government to help our Bagong Bayani in managing their finances. 
 
And partly to reciprocate the immense contribution of our OFWs, 
our government established the Overseas Filipino (OF) Bank early 
this year. This is meant to ease the financial burden on millions of 
overseas Filipinos with the bank’s efficient and low remittance 

service rates and profitable investment offers. 
 
A Future Need Savings Plan was also introduced to encourage and 
inspire overseas Filipinos to develop the habit of saving money and 
avoid any unsound financial decisions. 
 
Now, so as to help develop a culture of saving among our modern-
day heroes, OWWA is incorporating topics on financial literacy and 
investment opportunities in the pre-departure orientation seminars 
(PDOS). Doing this will certainly help prepare our OFWs in 
managing their finances abroad to secure and ensure their family’s 
financial future. 
 
It is hoped that apart from improved services and programs for our 
Bagong Bayani, we can identify other collaborative work to 
empower our migrant workers towards financial stability. 
 
With this undertaking, we look forward to us being able to 
continuously contributing significant advancements in promoting 
the well-being of the Filipino migrants and their families. By doing 
this together, we will succeed in moving the nation forward. 

 
Mabuhay ang mga migranteng Filipino! 
 
Mabuhay ang ating mga Bagong Bayani! Thank you! 


